United States History II Academic
Midterm Examination Review Sheet
Part I:  Exam Information

Your midterm examination has three (3) different sections:

1. The Multiple Choice Section

a. 20 multiple choice questions
b. 20% of the exam

2. The Document Based Question

a. 1 prompt based on a major topic covered this semester

b. Must be written in essay form, containing 4 of the 6 documents to back up your argument
c. 40% of the exam

3. The Essay

a. 1 of 2 different essay choices

b. Must be written in essay form
c. 40% of the exam

***We will allot 100 minutes for this exam, meaning that we will start 10 minutes before the 
usual time.  Therefore, please be on time.
***Please budget your time when taking the exam.  Below is the suggested time to take on each 
section:



Multiple Choice:
15-20 minutes



DBQ:


35-40 minutes



Essay:


35-40 minutes  

Part II:  Essential Questions 

Your midterm exam will encompass the scope of these essential questions.  Know how to answer them along with the people, places, and outcomes involved, and you should be well-prepared for the exam.
Unit 1:  World War II

· Why did the United States maintain a neutral position during the early years of World War II? 

· How did the United States ultimately become involved in World War II? 

· What was the impact of the Second World War on America’s economic institutions, organized labor, agriculture, and the federal government?  

· How did WWII change the roles of women and minorities in American society?  

· How would you summarize the impact of the technological advances that emerged during WWII?  

· How did WWII contribute to America emerging as a world super power?   

· What events during WWII helped to shape America’s relationship with the Soviet Union in the post-war era?

Unit 2:  The Cold War

· What global responsibilities did the United States acquire as a result of our emergence as a post-war superpower?  

· How did the federal government react to the communist paranoia at home?  

· Was America justified in its involvement in the Korean conflict and how did our involvement impact our foreign policy?  

· How did the launch of Sputnik impact areas of American culture such as education and the desire to advance in space and military technology?

Unit 3:  America in the 1950s

· How did America avoid entering another Great Depression after World War II?  

· How did the concept of the American Dream change during the 1950s; who was included in the prosperity of the 1950s and who was left out?  

· How did technology affect the culture of the 1950s?  

· In what ways did the suburbs change American life?  

· How did the Baby Boom affect American demographics, the economy, and society during the 1950s?

Unit 4:  Civil Rights, Part 1

· How were African Americans able to use mass organization and non-violent protest to confront the South’s policies of segregation and racial inequalities?  

· In what way did the United States Government help to end segregation and racial inequalities?  

